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Excisional debridement is essential to the
management of most chronic wounds. Ag-
gressive utilization of this therapy in the

25 patients were studied using the various ultrasonic probes. A difference in reported pain was recorded
for the tested probes using an analog pain rating scale. Less pain was reported when patients were dé-
brided with curette shaped versus straight tip probes (3.88 vs 7.08). This difference was observed for both

the sharp edge and serrated edge curette shaped probe, but less pain was reported with use of the sharp

wound care clinic is limited primarily due to
edge curette vs the serrated edge curette (3.28 vs 4.48).

the pain associated with this procedure for
most patients. Less pain has been reported
with the use of ultrasound guided debride-
ment devices. This study is aimed at demon-
strating that pain reduction correlates with
the ultrasound probe design.

Rationale

Various types of probes are available for use
with ultrasound guided débridement de-
vices. These probes vary in engineering
design and correspondingly deliver ultra-
sonic energy differently. The probe design
and its delivery of energy to the wound base
correlates with pain for the patient. Pain experienced during debridement often time
ance of the procedure and correspondingly the effectiveness of debridement which ir

Method

Several ultrasonic probe types were utilized to perform standard wound debri
routine treatment in the wound care clinic. Se orobes and sharp edg
An analog scale was utilized to rate the i
lyzed.

Straight Probe Curette Probe

Conclusion

Ultrasound guided excisional débridement compares
favorably and is less painful than other techniques of
sharp debridement. Pain reduction associated with
ultrasound guided debridement appears to be
related in part to the type of probe used. Less pain is
reported by patients who are débrided using curette
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